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0 OA\av86¢ axediaatric Piet Boon (1958)
mou &ekivnoe Tn otadlodpopia Tov wg epyoAdpoc,
i0pUOE TO OUWVULO YpaPEio TOU TO 1983, KAVOVTAG
T0 S1Ad0NMO yia TN HovadiKr, Katd mapayyeAia
OTNV APXITEKTOVIKN,
V Kall TO OXES100U0

Dutch designer Piet Boon (1958) who began
his career as a building contractor, founded
his samename studio in 1983, rendering it
renowned for its exceptional, custom made
approach to architecture, interior and product
design. Studio Piet Boon currently has
an impressive portfolio of private, corporate
and commercial clients, as well as several
world-class collaborators, with projects in 46
countries around the world. Its headquarters
is located in Oostzaan, Amsterdam area,
the Netherlands.

interview:

Maria Kalapanida, Architect MA AADipl
photos:
courtesy of Studio PIET BOON
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Piet Boon Showroom, Qostzaan

Napatnpoupe pia otabepn aiobnon yaklvng
OTO XWPIKO OXedIAOHO oag. AToTeAei HEPOG
TOU OX€dIAOTIKOU 0ag OTOXOU KATI TETOI0;
2aG EUXAPLOTW TIOU TO TIPOCEEQTE.

AKpIBWG auté mpoomaboupe va eMTUXOUE
oe 6\a pag Ta ox€dla. Eite mpdketratl ya
IOLWTIKG, eUMopLkd 1] eTALPIKO TIEAATN,
BaoiCoupe To oxedlaoud pag og pia pihocogia
€Elo0ppOTNONG TNG AEITOUPYIKATNTAG KAl

NG AoONTIKAG pe TV Wiartepdtnta. Autnin
doknon .opporiag €xel wg anotéAeoua

v appovia, 1§ TN YaArjvn av poTiudre.
Motedoupe Twg o TPOTOG e TOV oToio
kdrolog Buivel éva xwpo eivat TIoAU onuavtikdg
Kal ouvexwg B€Toupne TNV POKANCT Tou va
oxedldooupe éva euxdploTo, LlooPPOTINEVO
nep AoV Xwplg mapapwvieg, ou va
Snuloupyel pa aiodnon npeuiag.

2Tolxela rmou, mpoowrikd, Bewpw wg
BepeAwdn yia v euekla Kal ou ToTE

dev Ba yivouv mahlopodiTika.

You have a constant serenity in your spatial
designs. Is this part of what you strive

for in your designs?

Thank you for noticing. This is exactly

what we try to achieve in all our designs.
Whether designing for a private, commercial

or corporate client, we base our designs on our
philosophy or balancing functionality, aesthetics
and individuality. This balancing act results in
harmony or serenity if you will. We believe that
the way someone experiences a space is very
important and constantly challenge ourselves
to design a pleasant, balanced environment,
completely free of dissonance, which creates

a sense of calm. Elements, | think, fundamental

for your well-being and that never ;
go out of style. { Ik

KEKKE, Daybed - LUDE, Floor Lamp

BELLE, Armchair

ENGEL, Armchair

Katd kdrmolio Tpormo, n mopeia oag cuppadilel
TMIEPICOOTEPO PE TNV MTPWTOTUTIN EAANVIKA
onpacia Tou ApXITEKTOVA: AUTH TOU
npwropdoTopa. Ti oag €xel diIdAEelI KakuTepa
n epneipia ocag wg epyoAdpog;

O Adyogq mou Eekivnoa va oxedldlw mpv and
TpLdvTa Kal MAEov xpovia, eival didtL ekteholoa
oAU pTwXA OXEdLa WG epyoAdBog. Eite
kataokeuala k4Tt ou gavétav OopPo ald
dev doUAeUE, 1] KATL TIou Aettoupyouae KaAd
al\d pawvdtav epixtd. Katd kdrolo tpdmo
auTd pe dida&e Mwg evwvovtal 0 oxXedlaoudg
kat n ektéleon. Moleg eival oL ouvéneleq. Ekelvo
To dldotnua avéntu&a €va Eekdbapo dpapa
yla To wg mpérnel va eivat éva ox€dlo, To (Blo
épaua mou eival mMéov yvwotd wg 1 eliocopia
Tou ypageiou pag. ‘Etot Eekivnoav OAa.

H epmepia pag wg epyoAdpol ektipdrtal oAU
and Toug eAdteq pag' pag fonbdet va AdBoupe
HEPOG og OAn TN dladikacia evég €pyou

KAl pag KAvel avekTiunTtoug oulntnTEg Tou.
Z€poupe TL Aettoupyel kal moleg akpBwg sivat
Ol KTIPLOKEG OUVETTELEG TTOU Ba €xouv Ta oxEdla.

In a way, your path seems more in line with
the original Greek meaning of Architect: the
master builder. What has your experience
as a building contractor taught you best?
The whole reason why | started designing over
thirty years ago was because | was executing
poor designs as a building contractor.

| was either building something that looked
great but did not work or building something
that functioned well but looked terrible.

In a way it taught me how design and execution
comes together. What the implications are.

At that time | developed a clear vision of how

| thought a design should be, the vision that

is now known as our studio’s philosophy.
That’s how it all started. Our background in
construction is highly valued by our clients;

it enables us to be part of a project’s entire
process and makes us a valuable discussion
partner. We know what works and what kind
of building implications designs have.

Delta Lloyd Headquarters, Amsterdam
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©a xapakTnpifare To oTUA oag wg Eekadapa
OA\av3Ik6 kal TI mepIAapBAvel kATl TETOIO;
To studio Piet Boon ival pta oAav3Ikr
etaipia apou karayouaote and v OANavdia.
Ta ox€d1d pag duwg dev Propouv va
XaPAKTNELOTOUV WG OAAVIIKA. O 0ANAVIIKOG
oxedlaouég eival dlebvwg yvwotdg wg
MWVULAALOTIKOG, XLOUMOPLOTIKOG, MELPAUATIKOG
KaL KaVOTOHOoG, YEYOVOG Yla TO OTIoio

euelg wg OMNavdol eipaote pev iepripavol,
Xwplg wotdoo n douleld pag va tautifetal
TANPWG e TNV TEPLYPAP]. Av Kal Hag

apé0el va EKMTA)O00ULE, OAa AuTd Ta Xpovia
TavtPeUOUE TO AEITOUPYIKG, SLaxpovikd
oxedlaoud kat Ta molota QUOLkd UAIKA ue
XOPAKTNPELOTIKEG AeTTTOUEPELEG. TO €pYO

pag sival yvwoté kat avayvwpiolpo ya tov
TP4TOo ToU JLapBPWVOULE TO XWPEOo. To WG
XPnotuoroloUpe kal Bwpoupe kdBe didataon
KatL oxuar onuavtiké yia m dnuoupyia
loopportiag kat appoviag, eEaoPaiilel Tnv dla
atpuéoealpa e TNV UToypagr| pag rnavrou.
‘Eva AANO XapaKINPELOTIKG OTUA pag eival 4Tt
EKTIMOUE TNV OLOPPLd TNG atéAelag kat Tng
MapodIKOTNTAG.

Huys 404, Penthuys

Would you characterize your style as
clearly Dutch and what does that entail?
Studio Piet Boon is a Dutch design company
because we originate from the Netherlands.
Our designs though cannot be labelled as
Dutch Design. Dutch Design is internationally
known to be minimalistic, funny, experimental
and innovative. Something we as a Dutch
studio are proud of, but our work does not fit
that description exactly. Though we do like to
surprise. For more than thirty years we marry
functional, timeless design and rich natural
materials with distinguishing details.

Our work is known and recognizable for how
we line spaces, our use and view on dimension
and shapes; important in creating balance
and harmony, ensuring the same atmosphere
and signature throughout. Another hallmark
of our style is appreciating the beauty

of imperfection and transience.

NIEK, Outdoor

HEIT, Armchair

Z1a épya oag ion mpoooxn €xel dobei

OTNV APXITEKTOVIKI, OTN HEAETN

E0WTEPIKWV XWPWV i amAd oTo design.
MNpoTipdTe KAmolov TOPéa MEPICOOTEPO;
ArtoAauBdvw kdBe Aeupd Tou oxedlacuou,
eneldn oMol ol Topeig eival eEloou onuavtikol
éoov agopd To GUVONKS EVVOLOAOYLKS
oxedlaopod. Eival akplBwg aut n dlaguvdeon
TWV oToLxelwv ou KAvel Tn douleld pag Téco
ouvapmaoTIkY). KdBe andgpaon €xel ouVEneLeq.

Qg emiTUXnpévog oxedIaoThg, T6o0 doov
agopd Tn douAeld Tou ypageiou oag 600
Kal TIG CUVEPYAOIEG 0ag, EXETE TAPATNPHOEI
KATTOIEG EMMNTWOEIG TNG OIKOVOMIKAG Kpiong
TWV TEAEUTAIWV XPOVWV;

duoikd, Orwg HANoV Kat kdBe ANAN
oxedlaoTIKA €Talpia, To ypageio pag €xel
Blwoel arnd nMpwTo XEPL TIG EMUMTWOELG TNG
OIKOVOILKNAG Kpiong. ‘Epya mou Té€bnkav oe
avapovr KA. Oxt kat Téoo wpaia mpdyuata.
Tétolou eidoug alay€g oTa yeyovoTta Hag
ermpedlouv. Eutuxwg Ta oodopikd épya dev
énagav va upioTavral Kal €Tl Prnopeoape va
ouvexiooupe va epyaldupaocte, epnioutiovtag
1o portfolio pag. Apyd kat otabepd
Katapépape Kat va "au&nboupue" (wg ypapeio),
Xapn otoug mneldteg pag. Katapépapue va
Byouue amd tnv Kkpion o duvarol. riuepa
€XOULE TO TIPOVOLO VA AOXONOULIAOTE U
ddpopa €pya ae OA0 TOV KOO, ard IOLWTIKEG
Katolkieq kal Eevodoxeila éwg sotiatépla Kat
OIKIOTIKA OUYKPOTHATA.

GUS, Fauteuil

FEDDE, Sofa

In your projects equal attention is paid to
architecture, interior design or just design.
Have you a favourite, though?

| enjoy every aspect, because they are all just
as important when it comes to a total concept
design. It’s the interconnectivity of elements that
make our work so exciting. Every decision has
implications.

As a successful designer, regarding both
your studio work and your collaborations,
have you observed any repercussions of the
economic crisis in the last few years?
Naturally, just like probably every other design
company, our studio has experienced firsthand
the effects of the economic crisis. Projects that
were put on hold etc. Not so great stuff. These
kinds of event changes affect us. Fortunately
development did not cease to exist and we
were able to continue to work and build our
portfolio. Slowly but surely we were even able to
grow. Something we have our clients to thank
for. We managed to get through and come out
stronger. Today we are privileged to work on
various projects all over the world varying from
private homes and hotels, to restaurants and
residential developments.

| SAAR, Dining Chair
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Aapypavovrag unéyn 1o £oTIATOPIO

«The Jane», OTO OTI0i0 HETAHOPPWOATE
TTOAU SpopPa €va mMPwWnNV VOOOKOUEIaKO
napekkAiol, 6a Aéyare 6T n mMPOKAnon
amoTtelei éva avaykaio ouoTaTiké Tou
TPO0SEUTIKOU OXeSIOOHOU;

270 studio Piet Boon €xoupe 10 8dppog va
elpaoTe dlaPopPETIKOL, va peTakivoupe Ta dpla
kal va B€toupe véa nmpdtuna €10l WOTe va
erutUxoupe To 4pLoTto. Aev MPOKAAOUUE HIE TNV
TPOBOKATOPIKN €vvold. OETOUE TIPOKANOELG
1600 o¢ gudg 600 Kal otov KGOUOo YUPW HaAg.
Mdvta pe ™ BeTIKY €vvola, BERata.

To Jane arnotelel éva dpop@o napddetyua
NG MPAOKANONG TOU QVTILETWITIOE TO Ypapeio
pag e TV avddeon g HeTATPOoTtig Tou
TIapeKkANoiou, evog MPWnV OTEATIWTIKOU
VOOOKOWEIOU, 08 TIOAUTEAEG £0TIATOPLO LE
dlebvr| yonteia. Me tn oelpd pag mpokaléoape
TO wq T6TE duvaTd. To AMOTENECHQ;

‘Eva amnd ta opoppdtepa eotiatdpla oTov
KOO0, 1) TOUNAXLOTOV €TOL VOUICOULIE.

‘EXeTE OUVEPYAOTEI JE KOPUPAiEg ETAIPIEG
anoé diapopeTikd edia, Land Rover, NLXL,
Moooi, Formani k.a.. Moio oToixeio kavel
TO £pY0 0AG TOOO TOIKIAOHOPPO;

H p\ooopia pag eivat epapudaoiun oe
ormolodrnote TPOoIdv Kat Blounxavia. ‘Etot,
priopoUpe va cuvepyaotoupe pe didpopouqg
opoidedreq etaipoug, eEeIBIKEUEVOUG OTOV
Topéa NG doUAeLdg Toug. AuTd Ttou KAveL

Ta ndvra 1600 TOoLKIAGHoPPA elval WG
Tagdevovtag oe Ao Tov KOopo yvwpiloupe
kavouploug avBpwroug Kal BLWVOUE VEEG
eunelpieg oxeddv kdbe puépa. Aev umopw va
nw Tirnota neploodtepo and To ITL VWO NMwg
€XOULE TO KAAUTEPO eNdyYeAQ OTOV KOTO.

The Studio Piet Boon Inspiration Book
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Restaurant "The Jane" Antwerp

Considering “The Jane” restaurant into
which you beautifully transformed a former
hospital chapel, would you say provocation
is an essential part of forward-moving
design?

At Studio Piet Boon we have the courage

to be different, shift boundaries and set new
standards in order to achieve excellence.

We do not, however, provoke. We challenge.
We challenge ourselves and the world around
us. Always in a positive sense of course. The
Jane is a beautiful example of how our studio
was challenged with the task of transforming
a former military hospital chapel into a high-end
restaurant with international allure. In turn we
challenged what was possible. The result?
One of the most beautiful restaurants in the
world, at least that’s what we think.

Base by Piet Boon

You have worked in partnership with leading
companies from different fields, Land Rover,
NLXL, Moooi, Formani and others. What
element makes your work so diverse?

Our philosophy is applicable to any product
and industry. That way we can collaborate with
various like-minded partners; specialists in their
own field of work. What makes everything so
diverse is that, we travel the world, meeting new
people and experience new things almost every
day. | cannot say anything but that | feel we
have the best job in the world.
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Tnv emTuxn ouvepyaoia oag pe Toug NLXL
yia Tnv Concrete Wallpaper Collection
akohoUBnoe To Washi Wallpaper. NMwg
Eekivnoe auTh n ouvepyaacia kai T va
nepipévoupie amod auThv oTo eyyug péAlov;
270 studio Piet Boon ayarndpue va douleloupe
He oKUupOBENa KAl €TOL OL IOLOKTNTEG KAl
1Oputéqg TG etaipiag NLXL, o Rick katn
Esther Vintage pag npoogyyioav to 2011 pe
v 10€a va dnuIoupyRoouUlE [a Tanetoapia
okupodéuarog padi. H NLXL €xel peydho
unéBabpo otnv napaywyr UPnAng noldmrag
Tanetoapiag kat 6é\ape va dWOoUE aToV
kéouo TN duvatdtnta va €xel Toixoug and
eUPavéC oKupODEUA XWPIG va Prel oTov KOTo
va Toug erxploel e aAnBwvd. Ze guvéxela
NG OUN\OYNG QuTrg, dNKIoUpYoaue TNV
Washi tanetoapia, avtAdvrag Eurveucon

and To MAVENOPPO XELPOTOINTO YIANMWVETIKO
XapPTi kat o peydieq daotdoelg. ‘Oco yia 1o
MENAOV... auTd TO Jldotnua douleloupe MAVW
ot véa ocUAN\OYN Hag Kal eATtiCoupe va tnv
MolpaoTtoue e Tov kéouo auvtoua.

Jawabher Villas, Riyahd

Your successful collaboration with NLXL

for the Concrete Wallpaper Collection was
followed by the Washi Wallpaper. How did
this collaboration start and what should we
expect from it in the near future?

At Studio Piet Boon we love to work with
concrete and so do NLXL owners and founders,
Rick and Esther Vintage, who approached our
studio in 2011 with the idea to create a concrete
wallpaper together. NLXL is very knowledgeable
in the production of high-quality wallpaper and
we liked to provide people with the possibility
of having concrete walls without the fuss of
having to apply real concrete. In continuance

of the concrete collection, we created the
Washi Wallpaper, drawing inspiration from

the beautiful handmade Japanese paper and
available in large dimensions. As for the future...
We are currently working on our latest collection
and hope to share it with the world soon.

.~

TeXvoAOyYIKN KalvoTopia gvavriov

NG yonteiag Tng de€loTeyxviag.

Zuppwveite pe autr Tn didkpion;

Ala@wvw, enetdn motelw Nwg Katl Ta dUo
Hropouv va douAéyouv dplota padl, 1
TOUAdxLoTOV TO €va MapAAANAa e To AANO.
Mdvta Ba urtdpxouV TEXVIKEG TTIoU dev Uropel
va punBei n texvoloyia énwg kat karowa
npdypara nou €vag Texvitng dev pnopel va
KaTtapEépel OVO He Jia opin. Motelw wg

n de&lotexvia odnyel otV aubevtikdTnTa Kat
He Tn oelpd NG N Texvoloyia odnyel otnv
Kavotouia.

O Robin Levien, oxed1a0TAG £MiMAWV pmaviou
Tng IDEAL STANDARD eimte mpéogpara nwg
n BiwoIpoTNTa €ival éva €idog MOAUTEAEING.
Kabwg Ta épya oag eival mpodnAa moAuTeAR,
TI onyaivel yia €0dg n moAuTéAela;

H roAutéAela yia péva, e Tn 1N UALOTIKA
gvvola, onpuaivel va nepvdw xpovo pe Tnv
olkoy€vela Kat Touq pilouq pou. Na Tpdw
nievtavooTiha eayntd Kat va tivw kakd kpaoi:
otn Bepdvta pou, va xalelw Ta npdRata rmou
Bookouv. Me Tnv UALOTIKA €vvola, onuaivel
dveon kat eukoAia. ‘Eva .ooppornuévo alvolo,
PUOIKO WG, XWPOG Kal MAolaota PUAOIKA UAIKA
TIoU opopPPaivouv akdua MeplogdTEPO LE TO
népaopa Tou Xpdévou. =
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Technological innovation versus

the charm of craftsmanship — do you agree
with this division?

| disagree, because | believe that the two can
work perfectly together or at least alongside
each other. There will always be techniques
that cannot be mimicked by technology and
there are certain things a craftsman cannot
achieve with merely for let’s say a chisel.

| believe craftsmanship conveys authenticity
and technology, in turn, conveys
innovativeness.

Robin Levien, the IDEAL STANDARD
bathroom furniture designer recently said
that sustainability is a form of luxury. Seeing
as your designs are unmistakably high-end,
what does luxury mean to you?

Luxury to me, in a non-materialistic sense,

it means spending time with family and friends.
Eating delicious food and drinking great wine;
on my veranda, overlooking grazing sheep.

In a materialistic sense it means comfort and
effortlessness. A balanced whole; natural light,
space and rich natural materials becoming
even more beautiful over time. =
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